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nearly all the oysters would be dragged out. But the
Spaniards residing in Cubagua of one accord refused to
obey the royal orders; saying that the emperor was very
liberal with other people's property, but that when he
wanted to give rewards, he should do it with his own. They
had gained and conquered the country, and supported it
with very great labour and danger of their lives, therefore
it was more reasonable that they should enjoy it than a
stranger. Lampognano himself, seeing that his royal per-
mission was null, felt ashamed to go back to Spain, where
he had also many debts ; and was so laughed at and taunted
with various schemes, that he finally went mad, and died
miserably in that island at the end of five years.
Before I go on to speak of other things, I must here relate
why the Indians from the mainland were given as slaves. In
the beginning, when the almirante Colombo discovered the
main land of India,1 many Spaniards crowded there from the
abundance of riches they found, going and coming, some in
one province and some in another. But the Indians began
to dislike and even to hate these strangers, because they
were made to labour excessively, and were very ill-treated
by them, their tongues never tiring of asking for gold, silver,
pearls, emeralds. "Wherefore, unable to put up with such
labour and misery, they determined to kill and extirpate
them from the country, cursing themselves for not having
killed them all at first. Now the Spaniards seeing, both
laity and clergy, that, from the habits of these people, they
would not accept of the friendship of the Christians, nor
receive the faith of Christ; that, on the contrary, they ridi-
culed it, saying that these things might do for the men of
Castile but not for them; some monks of the order of Saint
Dominic went back to Spain and reported to the king,
1 For some time after the discovery of America, it was supposed to Tbo
part of India: and hence the name of the West Indies, still retained by
the islands of the Caribbean Sea, was given to all those countries, (Trans.)